

May 2013 Message of the Month

FNS Update
· USDA is currently working on several guidance memos stemming from the paperwork reduction recommendations and hopes to release these in June.  The memos include a composite of guidance on Head Start policy released to date; changes that State agencies already have the flexibility to implement; and clarification of health and safety standards that will assist with monitoring.
· USDA is also currently working on a training plan for their Handbooks.  They are planning a pilot training in September 2013 and then will open the training to all State agency and USDA regional office staff in November and December, 2013.  All Handbooks will be published prior to the training.
· John Garcia, USDA Monitoring Section Head, spoke to the NPA Board about the FY 2012-2013 Management Evaluation (ME) process. The FY 2012-2013 MEs primarily focused on following up on findings from previous TMEs.  USDA staff also looked at other areas as time permitted (e.g., implementation of Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act provisions).  USDA will be forming an ME workgroup to begin working on a new ME tool for FY 2014.  The new tool is expected to be a hybrid of the traditional ME tool and the TME tool.  The NPA Board extended an offer to participate and provide input on the new ME tool.
FRAC Update
· The Farm bill is moving forward and it will not involve CACFP.

· The Under Secretary, Kevin Concannon, requested a meeting with the Paperwork Reduction Committee members on Friday, May 31st to hear about the preliminary results of the sponsor’s survey.

· The HHS proposed child care subsidy rules mention CACFP as a good source of nutrition and oversight information.

Workgroup Updates
· USDA’s Paperwork Reduction Workgroup – Ellen Farrell reported that the final draft of the State agency survey is complete and will be going into survey monkey and will be sent out in early June to each State agency director for feedback on potential areas for paperwork reduction. Each State will be asked to return only one survey. The board highly encourages State directors to work with their staff who have direct involvement with the Program’s implementation when completing the survey.  The combined results of the sponsor survey and State agency survey will be presented in a report to Congress next year.  NPA will use the survey results to drive future endeavors of the association.   
Website
· To view the most up-to-date newsflash and minutes from prior monthly board meetings, please visit:
http://www.cacfpnpa.org. If your State agency has any career opportunities, please notify your regional representative with the job posting and the CACFP NPA will include it on the website. 
